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distractions of mind by intent meditation,  removing all
ignorance by fulness of wisdom; though he was but a simple
layman, yet observing the pure monastic discipline; though
living at home, yet never desirous of anything; though
possessing a wife and children, always exercising pure virtues;
though surrounded by his family, holding aloof from worldly
pleasures; though using the jewelled ornaments of the world,
yet adorned with spiritual splendour; though eating and
drinking, yet enjoying the flavour of the rapture of meditation;
though frequenting the gambling house, yet leading the
gamblers into the right path; though coming in contact with
heresy, yet never letting his true faith be impaired; though
having a profound knowledge of worldly learning, yet ever
finding pleasure in the things of the spirit as taught by the
Buddha, though profiting by all professions, yet far above
being absorbed by them; benefiting all beings, going where-
soever he pleases; ever teaching the young and ignorant
when entering the hall of learning; manifesting to all the
error of passion when in the house of debauchery; persuad-
ing all to seek the higher things when at the shop of the wine-
dealer;  preaching the Law when among wealthy people;
teaching the Ksatriyas patience; removing arrogance when
among Brahmins; teaching justice to the great ministers;
teaching loyalty and filial piety to the princes;  teaching
honesty to the ladies of the court; persuading the masses to
cherish virtue.' The Mahayana system with its Advaita
metaphysics and theistic religion is akin to the teaching of
the Bhagavadgita in many of its principles and their
detailed application.